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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the portrayal of women in selected Amharic poems
by Ephrem Seyoum. To that effect, three poetry works of the writer were selected and
Marxist feminist literary critical perspective was used to frame the study. Besides,
qualitative research design was employed to explore andidentify the ways women are
portrayed in the selected poems. Then, purposive sampling technique and textual analysis
was used to identify extracts having feminist theme. Based on the analysis made, it is
found out that women are portrayed as sex objects, prostitute, victim of aging and victim of
institutional motherhood. Generally, the overall result of the study showed that women
were predominantly depicted with little positive and more negative images.
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2. Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

According to Qureshi (2013), the relationship between women and men has always been
a point ofcontention in different social and cultural constructions. Their relationship, dynamics
of interaction, state and frequency of violence, the extent of patriarchal domination, and the
degree of subordination often differs from time to time, culture-to-culture, and country to
country. Women constitute about half of the world population, however, as Mills argues, the
patriarchal power relation between women and men left women economically dependent,
socially inferior, and politically powerless (Mills, 1995).

Gender issues play a part in every aspect of human experience, including the production
and occurrence of literature whether we are aware of these issues or not. Gender studies
examine how sexual identity influences the creation and function of literary works.Tyson (2006,
p. 84) argues that patriarchal system oppressed women in different ways: economically,
politically, socially, and psychologically. Moreover, Nnaemeka (1997) contends that every
realm where patriarchy controls, woman is considered like ‘Other’. She is treated like object and
defined only by her dissimilarity from male rule and principles, by what she lucks and that men
supposedly have.

Feminist critics such as Tyson (2006) distinguishes between sex and gender, where sex
refers to our genetic or biological constitution as female or male whereas gender refers to our
traditional or cultural programming as feminine or masculine. Therefore, according to their
viewpoint, women are not born feminine, and men are not born masculine.Therefore, the
feminine and masculine dichotomy is rather a cultural construction. Mills (1995) argues this
cultural construction made women to be oppressed “Most feminists hold a belief that women as a
group are treated oppressively and differently from men and that they are subject to personal and
institutional discrimination. Feminists also believe that society is organized in such a way that it
works, in general, to the benefit of men rather than women; that is, that it is patriarchal.” (p.3)
Also, this culturally imposed oppression of women can be maintained in various ways. For
example, physical, mental, and/ or spiritual oppressions are among others.

Across different historical periods, especially in literary works, women and men have
been assigned to different gender roles. In this regard, Teshome (2013) has summarized the
findings of studies conducted by some scholars that men are labeled as rational, physically
powerful, protective, and leading; women in contrast are casted as emotional (irrational), weak,
nurturing, and submissive. As a literary work is strong in image construction, the trace these
representations leave in those who read the works is not easy. Moreover, these gender roles have
been used to justify inequality. For example, excluding women from leadership and decision-
making positions (in the family, in politics, academia, and the corporate world) which exists
even today is the manifestation of the inequality between men and women.

Moreover, Tyson (2006) asserts that in literary works, femininity, as a patriarchal notion
has been linked to weakness, humility, and shyness, which is a way to disesmpowered woman in
the real world. If she accepts her traditional gender role and obeys patriarchal rules, she is a
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good girl if she does not, she is a bad girl. These two characters also view women only in terms
of how they relay to the patriarchal mandate. These images of women are studied in various
fields including literature. Hence, the aim of this study was to critically examine how women are
represented in selected poems by Ephrem Seyoum (1998; 2005; 2008).

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Feminist critics argue that literary texts play a vital role in image construction. It follows
that females are constructed as one of subjects in written literature. Hence, female characters as
subjects in the fictional world are assigned to roles which are dominantly related to negative
behaviors. This is not an exception in Ethiopian literary works. Studies conducted so far in
Ethiopia show the existence of such negative images of women. For example, ZerihunAsfawu’s
(1997), Mekonnen Zegeye’s (2001), Napoleon Kifle’s (2006), Mchiret W/Michael’s (2007),
Eskinder Hailu’s (2008), Molla Feleke (2008) and Tekle Tesfalidet’s (2008), and Gebreyesus’s
(2008) studies found out that women were dominantly depicted negatively.

To the knowledge of the researchers, the aforementioned studies are but a few studies
surveyed in Ethiopian literature. There can be other studies abroad and in Ethiopia. As far as the
researchers’knowledge is concerned, feminist issues like ageing, prostitution, and their effects on
women are not yet researched in selected poems of Ephrem Seyoum. This study, therefore, was
designed to analyze these issues in the selected three poetry works namely: Soliyana(ta ), an
album produced by mixing poem and music (1998) CD, Fik’ir Ezih Bota Fegeg Bilo Neber (¢
ALY 7 £77 1A= #1C) a narrative poem (2005), and ‘Nu GidigidaEnafiris (» 2€%24 A¢CA)
(2008) a poetry collection. Therefore, the study attempted to answer the following research
questions.

1.3 Research Questions

The main research question posed in this study was “How were the women portrayed in
Ephrem Seyoum’s Selected Poems?”” The following, research sub-questions were then extracted
from this main research question and finally answered accordingly:

1. Aresocio-cultural constructs like female as submissive, weak, emotional and dependent
reduced or reinforced in the selected poems?

2. Is there any hierarchy such as male/female, strong/weak, active/passive, in the selected
poems?
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1.4 ResearchObjectives
This literary critical study was conducted based on the following research objectives. It is to:

1. assess if the social and cultural constructs are either reduced or reinforced with respect to
motherhood;

2. point out if there is any hierarchy such as male/female, active/passive, strong/weak in the
selected poems and,

3. Theoretical Framework and Review of Related Literature

This section presents the theoretical framework that frames the study and related
literature.

2.1 Theoretical Framework

Patriarchy and traditional gender roles. According to Ruthven (1994), the term used by
most feminist scholars to describe a symbolic order of representation, which is, also male-
specific is ‘phallocratic’ (Greek kratos, ‘power’). And the social system which corresponds to
such a phallocratic order, a system which enables men to dominate women in all social relations,
is known in feminist discourses as patriarchy. According to Tyson (2006), patriarchy is defined
as any culture that privileges men by promoting traditional gender roles and this patriarchal
ideology is a cruel obstacle to females’ equality and growth for many generations. In this regard,
feminist movement has played a very fundamental role in combating against these obstacles on
women’s equality and growth in divergent spheres of life. Furthermore, Mills (1995) defines
patriarchy as a social organization, which produces and guarantees higher status for the men and
inferior for the women. Such a society promotes the dominance of the male gender over the
female gender and enables men to be powerful, rational, and strong.

Therefore, patriarchy is an ideology that oppresses women socially, economically,
psychologically, and politically throughout history giving men greater authority in the public and
private spheres. In patriarchal society, the decision-making position is given to men where men
make all the difficult decisions in socio-economic and political affairs and women are likely to
act in accordance with the decision that are made by man.

According to the feminist researchers, Evelyn, Grace, and Linda (2016), although gender
roles limit both women and men, they generally have had more repressive impact on women.
Women frequently have responsibilities related to their reproductive role, including childrearing
and associated tasks such as maintaining family and household. Women and men are involved in
productive labor, which includes wage employment and production of goods. However, their
functions and responsibilities differ. Women’s productive work is typically less visible and
lower paid than men’s. In some cases, work done primarily by men becomes lower paid and
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less prestigious when women begin to do it, and women’s work earns higher pay when done by
men.

Nnaemeka (1997) contends that gender roles are not exceptions in Africa; definitely, these
beliefs are inherent and familiar in the social structures and in ‘our’ languages too. In the
traditional fairy tales, proverbs, oral poetries and other oral literatures in general, it is possible to
read sexist expressions that express incompetence of women in socio-political, economic, and
cultural activities. The role of African women in the traditional society is largely restricted
around the family. These include her responsibilities as wife, home administrator, child career
and mother.

Marxist-feminist literary criticism. Marxist criticism and feminist criticism often share
with a desire to challenge the power structures in contemporary society. For feminists, the issue
is a marginalized gender. On the other hand, for Marxist, the issue is economic power, leading
to political power. Marxist feminist criticism focuses on the relation of reading to social
realities, refusing to accept the separation of art from life. Certainly, the establishment of
women's studies programs, bookstores, libraries, political action committees, film boards, and
community groups attests to the crucial connection between theory and reality offered by
feminism (Gebreyesus, 2008). Guerin also points out that Marxist feminists attack the revealing
capitalistic system of the West, which they view as sexually as well as economically exploitative.
Marxist feminists thus merge study of class with that of gender. Marxist feminism gives
emphasis to the existed cultural setting and criticizes the general ideologies of our culture.
Furthermore, it suggests that men must understand the relationship of men and women as one of
unequal power, specifically one of traditional suppression and domination of women.

According to Guerin (1994), personal identity is not seen as separate from cultural
identity. As they emphasize historical and economical contexts of literary discourse, they often
direct attention toward the conditions of production of literary texts. Wallace (1997) tries to
relate materialist feminism as an explicit or implicit engagement with Marxism, with a view to
analysis of the social structures. He further discusses that a materialist feminist critique
examines the ways in which ideologies of history, class, race and the economy are implicated
independently or together in the creation of gender individuality and prejudice.

Moreover, Feminism and Marxism struggle against oppression and both entail theories of
oppression. It is often on the level of theory that Marxism seems most useful to feminism. As a
theory, Marxism constitutes an elaborate model for explaining oppression synchronically and
diachronically and how power works and changes. At this point, Marxism can treat gender
inequality in its standard, seeing as a secondary to class oppression and class conflict. Wallace
further maintained that, along with the withering away of the circumstances, once private
ownership of the means of production is get rid of, male and female will be equally free
(Wallace, 1997).

In Marxist terms, Hart Sock, as cited in Gebreyesus (2008),sees the material basis of
women's existence as component of women's perception. While women also work for wages,
their primary institutionalized activities are housework, child bearing, and this known as

Ethiop.j.soc.lang.stud. Vol. 6 No. 2 December 2019



A PORTRYAL OF WOMEN... 92

production of use value in Marxism. Marxist feminist theory basically states that the class
struggle is the feminist struggle. Marxism offers a way of finding historical evidence of
women's oppression and can describe how writers consciously or unconsciously rearrange that
evidence into their texts. The repression or misrepresentation of women can be methodically
exposed and analyzed when you believe, as Marxism does, that discourse is a form of power.

Moreover, Marxist feminist such as Nelson (1981), argued that in a world in which
domestic duties is unpaid, the economic dependence of a women upon her husband is what is
left. Even house works done by members of a family in their own homes is not included in that
description of the advantageously occupied, but works done by members of a family in helping
the head of a family in his occupation is so included even though only indirectly paid. When
individuals perform domestic works such as food processing or water carrying, they are not
defined as workers; the rational beings that the former are assumed to be engaged activities while
the later are not. In home production, unpaid family work is highly integrated with domestic
activities.

Furthermore, Bryson (2003) claimed that present arrangements characterized above all by
dishonesty-imposed monogamy for women accompanied by sexual license for men, while
adultery and prostitution rather than fidelity and love were the basis of modern bourgeois
marriage. Bryson added that marriage and sexual relations would also be transformed as they
ceased to be based on economic needs. Some critics argued that the concepts of Marxist theory
are not gender-neutral ones which happened not to apply to women, but that (like liberal ideas of
reason, autonomy and composition) they are based on a male view of the world that excludes
women’s needs and desires.

Moreover, ChodorowandZillah (1979) argues that Marxist feminist scholars focus on
mothering as part of the oppression of male dominance. Given that both the idea and reality of
motherhood define the activities of most women and they explain how motherhood as an
institution is reproduced through mothering.  Motherhood focuses not only upon the
reproduction of children, but also on the reproduction of society. The society reproduces the
relations of male supremacy and the hierarchical relations. Women’s mothering is a central and
defining structural feature of our society’s organization of gender, one that it has in common
with all other societies. The kind of work women do also tends to reinforce stereotypes of
women as wives and mothers. In most societies, women not only bear children but also take
primary responsibility for infant care, spend more time with infants and children than do men,
and sustain primary emotional ties with infants.

Even though, Marxist is a complex theory, it offers feminists a number of suggestive
insights. Ideas that Marx developed in relation to class and economic processes may be
applicable to an analysis of relations between male and female, but they cannot be automatically
transferred. Nevertheless, ideas claim to be a comparative theory, and a number of key points
emerge which must form the basis of any coherent Marxist feminist position. In the first place, it
is quite clear for Marxist question of sex equality cannot be understood in terms abstract
principles but only in a historical context. Second, opposition to women’s emancipation is not
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simply a result of injustice; rather it reflects material interests and the structured economic needs
of society (Nelson, 1981).

Moreover, according toChodorow and Zillah (1979), the liberal ideologies claim that
women become prostitute and surrogate mothers because they prefer these jobs to other available
jobs. Nevertheless, as Marxist feminists see it, when a poor, illiterate, unskilled woman chooses
to sell her sexual or reproductive services, chances are her choice has more compelled than free.
In addition, many Marxist feminists believe women can gain a conciseness of themselves as a
class of workers by insisting; for example, that domestic work has been recognized as real work,
that is, productive work. The observation that wives and mothers usually love the people for
whom they work does not mean that cooking, cleaning, and childcare are not productive work.
At most, it means wives and mothers working conditions are better than those of people who
work for employers they dislike.

4. Review of RelatedLiterature

Since gender issue is one of the crucial issues that require persistent studies, many studies
have been conducted in examining the representation of female characters in literary works.
Though it was found difficult to access all the research works conducted under the issue, some
MA thesis and a PHD dissertation conducted using feminist critical theories have been reviewed
and discussed in this section.

Rahel Itana (2007) examined how women are depicted in Osmane Semben’s ‘God’s Bit
of Wood’ and ‘Ekewens Jange’ and comes to the conclusion that women are not depicted in their
own nature as themselves, but in relation to men. Making use of this work, an attempt has been
made in this study to analyze the portrayal of women in relation to their socio-economic and
political roles and contributions in two male-authored texts.

In addition, Yodit Admasu (2004) analyzed the depiction of female characters and figures
out that women are represented as cruel, shallow, and treated as only sexual objects. In the
analysis, she has found out that the portrayal of women in African societies is quite different
from that of western society. African societies acknowledge the role of women in their
respective societies. The portrayals of women in the selected works indicate that women in the
described societies are given a significant part. Moreover, Thomas Abebe (2009) investigates
the image of woman in Ethiopian Amharic fiction. Ambharic fictional novels published within
the last thirty years are included in his study. The overall research findings indicate that women
have been predominantly depicted in the Ethiopian Amharic novels negatively accompanied
slightly; however, by a few positive images. While the negative images include portraying
women as institutional mothers, wives and daughters confined to the household as well as
viewing them as sex objects, the positive images present women as college students and
professionals who are engaged in the public life.

Furthermore, Teshome Egere (2004) has studied The Portrayal of Women in Dhaabaa’s
Selected Oromo Pros Fictions. In the study, three Oromo prose fictional narratives were selected
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for analysis. The study found out that most women character in the study have been depicted to
be victims of male violence, homelessness, poverty and subordination. In contrast, some of
those women characters have been portrayed as agents that exercise their power, determination
and courage to either overcome or get rid of oppressions or burdens imposed on them. Teshome
(2013) also conducted a PHD study A Feminist Reading of Selected Oromo Novels in Afan
Oromo: Deconstructionists in Focus. The novels selected include Hawwii, Kusaa Gadoo, lllaa,
and Dhoksaa Jiregna. Textual analysis was employed to critically examine the texts. Feminist
deconstructionists’ approach is used to analyze the selected novels. It is used to examine female
characters in the selected novels with regard to notions of women’s body, subject/ object,
motherhood, and knowledge. Finally, he concludes that, the life of female characters and the
social and economic space are the cause for the female characters to be the center of multiple
contending forces.

To conclude, the above reviewed studies have relevance to this study in that they reveal
the ways in which different writers portray female characters in different genres. What makes
this study different from most of them is that it takes into consideration only poems written by
male writer, and attempts to investigate the ways in which the male authors portray female
characters. In addition, feminist issues like ageing, prostitution, and their effects on women are
not yet efficiently discussed. Therefore, the researcher attempted to clearly discussthese issues
in the selected poems. What makes this study similar to the studies reviewed above is that it
deals with investigating how the female character has been portrayed. However, feminist
approach is used in this study; Marxist feminism literary approach has not been used in any of
the above reviewed theses.

3. Materials and Methods

The researchers used a qualitative research design. As we know one of the major
purposes of a qualitative research designis to discover phenomena and experiences from the
perspective of the subjects experiencing them. Moreover, qualitative researches properly seek
answers to questions by examining various social settings and the individuals who inhabit these
settings. To this end, as characters are fiction beings in the fictional world, the social, cultural,
economic and other settings they are either constricted in or marginalized by can be a focus of
analysis. Characters have moral and psychological features that make them human in some way
or another. In other words, they are subjects in a given text. Therefore, since characters are
subjects in a given text, it is helpful to investigate their speech actions and experiences. In
addition to that, exploring their feelings, thoughts, and behaviors would be important to make
literary criticisms like feminist literary criticism to be scientific study. As we know, the major
goal of qualitative research design is forming information in to a meaningful format. Therefore,
the researchers reduce information from the selected texts in to a meaningful set of forms, classes
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and central ideas. In this study, therefore, words, phrases and non-verbal communications are
major areas of focuses.

Textual analysis has been employed as it best fits to this study for the main objective of
this study is to examine the portrayal of female characters in the selected poems. Because, a
central question that textual analysis addresses is how characters in the fictional world come to
make sense of the world and carry out their everyday lives. To explore this, this method of
analysis focuses on behaviors, interactions, feelings, and symbols to uncover the meaning
embedded in them. In other words, one of the major uses of textual analysis is to explore
phenomena and experiences from the perspectives of characters experiencing them. In view of
these, examining the experiences, speech actions, and exploring their “thoughts’, “feelings” or
“behaviors” of characters could make literary criticism a scientific study (Somekh & Lewin,
2005).

Textual analysis properly seeks answers to questions by examining various social settings
and the individuals who inhabit these settings. It is also mostly interested in how humans
arrange themselves and their settings and how inhabitants of these settings make sense of their
surroundings through symbols. Therefore, the researchers classified, analyzed and interpreted
facts and events in the poems against the data collected and theories of criticism selected for the
study. The basic theoretical concept selected as a framework for the analysis is Marxist-feminist
literary criticism. The critical analysis is from the perspective of female preference, based on
female experience as a reader. The researchers believe that such a type of investigation is very
important to discover the attitudes towards women and to share their experiences.

4. Results

As mentioned in the background of the study, theoretical framework, and literature
review,critical analysis is made based on feminist approach. More specifically, aging, the
depiction of prostitution and stereotypes to which female characters are assigned to are
examined.

4.1 Description of the Author

Ephrem Seyoum is one of the contemporary Ethiopian poets. He was born and grew in
Addis Ababa. He has more than four published works alone and with other poets. ‘Soliyana’
(1998), (combination of music and poems), ‘Muzik’ ali weyim Yebirihan Kinifoch’ (2004),
(experimental) (combination of music and poems)arehis previous works whereas ‘Fikir Ezih
Bota Fegeg Bilo Nebere’(2005), (collection of poems), ‘Tewaneyi’ (2006), (translation of the
geez riddles in to Amharic), ‘Yeyihuda Dilidiyiina Lélochi Hasaboch' (2007), (a collections of
the poets thoughts), ‘Git’imi be Mesenik’o (2007), (with other poets) are his recent works.
Therefore, this study aimed to investigate how the female characters have been portrayed in the
three selected works of the author namely ‘Soliyana’, ‘Fik’iri Ezihi Bota Fegeg Bilo Neber’
(Love was grinned Right Here) and ‘Nu Gidigida Inafirisi’ (Come! Let us demolish the Wall).

Ethiop.j.soc.lang.stud. Vol. 6 No. 2 December 2019



A PORTRYAL OF WOMEN... 96

4.2 Women as a Sex Object

One of the ways in which female characters depicted in the selected poems is considering
them sex objects. In patriarchal oriented creative writings, female characters are reduced to the
level of sex objects. This has got a devastating effect in that it affects the psyche of female
readers and it dehumanizes them as it serves as a representation. This is depicted in the Poem 1
and Poem 2.

Sample Poem 1:

PILP NF AA PP AN 74 Her thigh magnified as her dress rose

PCO- O2&E b 16k NGI° PA(4T) He got hot and his check became fiery (47)

Sample Poem 2:

POT&T PHTEA kP aPhed Swayed hairs boasted breasts

PeenFa- Tf 0L 150 Her sprinkled perfume blowing on the square
hOePT 82 Ut O34 Tanid Everman who saw her perplexed

LOFPAT V-t 4L avTIC: At Who gazed at her missed the way

neA kP %L ot (67)
He encapsulated between her buttock
and breasts (67)

Since literature is the reflection of the actual world, these stereotypical viewpoints have
been observed in the selected poetry works. For instance, from the above extract “r “1£4
ASFCA”, it is possible to witness that the male author sees females as sex objects. Especially
when women become attractive in appearances, they become center of attention by man.
Moreover, the character is portrayed as an incredibly beautiful woman who owns a sway backed
hair, erected breasts, who sprinkled a very expensive perfume, and who is waiting for her fiancé
on the open place. Because of the woman’s extreme appeal, every man who sees her has gone
out of his path. All of them are lusting after her even without identifying whether she has got
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married or not or she has a boyfriend or not. Moreover, in the poem it is depicted as if the
female’s body parts add a life span to those males who gaze at her.

Another example in which a female character is depicted as sex objects is given in Poem
3.

Sample Poem 3:

hAG 0%t 078 (N2 A PA Thousand males passed by her home
0LAEHT KT Though they did not sleep with her,

hR5TT hQ T AF W& PTAPA Gazingonly at her eye, they got extra life span
PI7... But,

PAHGA. .. The pity is,

ALY LIt FANHS OV (EPT AFCAPA (84) Aged and bullymen destroyed her home (84)

This extract (Poem 3) is one of the instances in which a womanisportrayed as a sex
object. It is possible to examine with how many body parts a woman is depicted, only her eyes.
She is reduced to one body part. What is common in fictional narratives is either fragmenting a
woman’s body or to the worst reducing her to one body part as it is the case in the above extract.
What is more, even though she is one part of the society, she is marginalized and she cannot live
on her own home and she cannot even get the right to reassure her ownership. On the other
hand, the phrase “destroyed her home” is hyperbolic in the sense that bully men are striving and
even violently attacking her privacy to the extent that she can never feel safe. This depicts to
what extent women suffer from homelessness.

Furthermore, in a context where a woman is depicted as an object of sex, no other values
such as her mental capacity and leadership qualities are described. What are visible to a man
who gazes at her are her external body parts. This is what portrayed is in the following extract
(Poem 4).

Sample Poem 4:

KB $L0 ANA HET A70 AR G A singer wearing a short skirt is on dance
QA +avghs Lust for her in his heart;

0t pav8Hs Desired eagerly after her leg;

WAS@- +57F (95) Slept with her within his heart( p. 95)
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According to Eagleton (1996), patriarchy is an ideology which oppresses women in
different dimensions. It can be institutional or individual. Institutionally, religious organizations
such as churches can be mentioned and individually, it can be the church leaders. Marxist
feminist literary critics focused on how patriarchal or the sexist ideology oppresses or
discriminate women. We can illustrate this idea from Poem 5.

Sample Poem 5:

nAHONLeT A0LI8TT hPCha- (CE Standing out in the church under oak tree;
At PO Akt tATIovT INCE A destitute widow was begging
%P TICLTT TAIPST 101C(133) Calling the name of her hopeSt. Mary (p. 133)

What we can suppose from Poem 5 is how the poor woman was ignored and was
disregarded by the church leaders. Instead of helping her, they were asking money from the rich
people to build a house, and then they do not even consider that she is out there. Because the
woman was extremely underprivileged or poor, she had not even a food to eat, a cloth to wear,
but she was pleading Marry to help her. Therefore, what we can understand from this
explanation is that how the patriarchal ideology tends to oppress under class women. One may
argue that the church and its leaders may not be accountable for the destitution of the woman.
However, the question worth mentioning is as long as the church is there to teach one of the core
values of religion, which is the sharing of, a woman would not have been poor, homeless, and
suffer from abject poverty. In view of this, Ruthven (9194) writes Marxist feminist merge the
study of class with that of gender. In addition, they give emphasis to the existed cultural sets and
criticize the overall ideologies of our culture. We can consider further illustrations from the
selected extracts.

Sample Poem 6:
A%4 AOTT 047 ACHFT Poorly dressed daily workers

73S 3P BT P FCFSPT
Destitute and cracked female merchants

PALN ANOTF LBl Where unblossom flowers are cut

A0R7 71,040 A7OPT hAOVF Where eye catching ladies found

ho-ah, (W Ade havaat o-ahost Passing from a whiskey grocery in to another

whisky grocery

A78P7 2L E hTIPE AA Ot Instead of letting a beautiful lady and hugging
another one

AhRIOZF M- 48 LCO PULLCENT The place where their mindgoes and rests

A&4.0 A AR ACHD- P98 74T (03) There is no new tollthey can work to create (03)
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From the preceding extract (Poem 6), we can understand two things. The first one
is how the poet tries to expose the class difference between the poor women and the rich
one in the community. However, we can understand the fact that the existence of a few
rich, economically developed, politically dominant women do not guarantee the existence
of equal and fair share of resources between men and women. Therefore, because of the
recentnessofthe work, we can conclude that a class difference among the poor women
and the rich is still present.

The second issue related with the above extract is the portrayal of women who
appear to be better in terms of their body than those who are “poorly dressed” and
“cracked ladies”. Though they appear to be better, their beauty remains committed to
delivering services to men of high status. From this, it is implied that though there is a
difference of status between women, each are there to serve the interest of man. Here
from the above extract women of the above aforementioned status are portrayed as
having nowhere to go, nothing to do, nothing to create and havingpoor attitudes towards
creativity. We can see negative portrayals from the above extract as it attaches
stereotypic characteristics like weak, poor in creativity, pessimist, submissive and loving
whisky houses.

Sample Poem 7:

Pt 070G A0 10 A It is said, you wakeup early in the morning

A1 A A7hCT PR and cook breakfast for your good-for-nothing
husband

kGt L0AFU-(h 77 48 F Al Before washing your breakfast dishes

ATIRLA Q4. .FPADY ATPNGT TP She wanders here and there to make a lunch

rant(24) For her useless husband (P. 24)

Most Marxist-feminists argued that in a world in which domestic duties are
unpaid, the economic dependence of a woman upon her husband is what is left (Banerjee,
2017). Even house works done by members of a family in their own homes is not
included in that description of the favorably occupied, but works done by members of a
family in helping the head of a family in his occupation is so included even though only
indirectly paid. When individuals perform domestic work, such as food processes or
water fetching, they are not defined as workers, the rational being that the former have
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been assumed as engaged activities while the later are not. Moreover, in home
production, unpaid family work is highly integrated with domestic activities. This is
what we see in the above extract. The woman wakes up early in the morning to cook for
her husband and this is her obligatory action that she is expected to perform every day.
However, she is not considered a worker. We can see another illustration for this from
the text (Sample Poem 7).

After she prepared a breakfast for her husband, she then goes to prepare his lunch
and his dinner. She does these things throughout the day and throughout her life.
According to Tyson (2006), the gender roles have been used very successfully to justify
inequalities between male and female and this justification still occurs today. Moreover,
what we can witness from the previous two extracts is that how the female is associated
only with the kitchen works and we can see the power difference. The economic
dependence of women is further depicted in the following extract.

Sample Poem 8

haa vt OC With a rich man
tébe PG LI ALY Wit Any woman whom we see falling in love
9% tug° POrI° What so ever or who so ever she is

et  Jény @& A %RT et If you go back and recount her history
71909°

A1 (G Attt A0G Pm@T@< A7 She has had a lover with whom she shared a
AFFPS hFMg° (33) cup of coffee (33)

From the above extract (sample Poem 8), we can see the impact of women’s economic
dependence on men. Itdepictswomen living with investors and rich people as having previous
life story. This extract also attempts to reinforce the existing negative connotation towards
women. Women here are portrayed as materialists and money chasers. As a result of economic
deprivation, women remain dependent on men and this in turn leads them to live with those
having the political and economic power. The result of this economic dependence leads people
as portrayed in the above extract to generalize that women in love with the rich individuals are
always connected with money.
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4.3 Women as Aged

When it comes to women’s life the portrayal and discrimination gets worse and worse.
The development of human life can be displayed by different developmental ages, and this
development scenario can be reinforced or demoted by art and philosophical assumptions.
However, if aging is related with men’s life it ends up with being promoted, flourished, and
acknowledged.

Sample Poem 9:

AT 00D ANA (46 A2A 19160 104(14) While your feminine beauty was enjoying
coffee, | told that you were so beautiful and
feminine(P.14)

From the above extract (Poem 9), we can identify and witness the attachment of the so
called “’it is over’ if women are to age. Here the existing societal and political structure has
predetermined age grouping, behavior and characteristics for women to be valued in the
community. Unless women are in the age where everyone gazes at it means that their life is
over. There will not be life after the end of the so-calledattractive age, adolescent age and an age
where a woman attracts the sexual interest of men. This reduces women to a material level
where this is best described with a phrase “use and throw”.

In addition to the above explanation, we can also understand the other dimension of
women’s subordination due to age. The extract attempts to create a boundary that isolates
women from the participation in the buildup of political, social and economic structure of the
society. Women are expected to be beautiful and stay tuned with satisfying the sexual needs of
men. And if not possible to meeting the interests of men, women are discriminated, stereotyped
and alienated from the society through nomenclatures associated with the threat of aging.

Sample Poem 10:

0 PAP IPCT ACT dPOUS Like an old book the reading of which is over,

TP (O AALIAMD- PG, The one everybody borrowed and turned the pages right to left,
IOCT ACT aPHVS T4+ PAP A best old book the cover of which is ragged,

PavdY4 047 O7ET VR DT Thinking that your life is the cover of a book,

AN A% M Ad (18) | wept and wept.

The above extract (Poem 10) which compares women with the cover of the book attempts
to declare a statement which is perfectly the manifestation of the existing community. Itdepicts
the fact that woman cannot live, work and function once she is about to age.

The other point related with the above extract which compared women with the old
advanced cover of the book is the portrayal of women in complements. The society for the
matter of continuing its existence attaches complimenting roles for women. Reproductive role
of women in the society is the major breakthrough for women to remain unchallenged, served
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and respected. Here we can understand that the extract complements women with the
assumption that women after a long struggle with men and the society get old and their being
aged is linked as having broad experience of prostitution, love, and life experience.

Sample Poem 11:

TATE ANG-AA Yesterday surpassed you
Hé aPT-0AA The evening overcast you today
AN&A FATE NPT Hé For the yesterday that escaped you and today
11 P08.606\(24) that is dark to you,
Tomorrow scares you (p.24)

Sample Poem 12:

P eEI° QhTan Because you are torn

FPoT AEAMAN Stepped over my love

PATST damé- LHTT NAFAA(31) And you wasted your timewithout any innovation
(p.31)

As have been discussed previously, aging gets serious attention when it comes to women.
From the above extract (Poem 11), we can produce a conclusion that women who spend their life
on accomplishing routine tasks are considered wasted and irresponsible. Women as a part of the
population play different roles ranging from reproduction, production to community work like
arbitration, mediation. The fact that women’s role of reproduction remains natural pave the way
for the subordination of women and limitation of their role in the community.

The other claim related with Poem 12 is the production role of women. Here, from this
extract, we can understand that women are blamed, criticized and misjudged as they age.
Women participate in the production of goods and services in the community but they usually
remain at home and unpaid which in turn leads to the conclusion that women spend their life
wasting time, doing nothing and producing only domestic products.

Sample Poem 13:

PN% A L0100 ALTALD Uk The whole green we have seen on the feast day

0% 7990t LT £R10- 16D~ AC e The pale grass we have seen being swipedthe day
after the festival

CYET Ot LOhAN Ak (34) Is said signals your youth age (p.34)

In the above extract (Poem 13), the author symbolizes the life of the character by nature.
He symbolizes her youth by a green grass and her old age by pale grass which has been swiped
away from home. When a grass becomes pale, then it does not have any function. Therefore,
the same is true to the life of the women too. When she was young, beautiful, and attractive
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everybody wanted to have fun with her but when she becomes aged, no one wants her, and she is
considered something unwanted like that of the paled grass and this is what we can understand
from the above extract.

Sample Poem 14:

aqh, (bt AP Left at a whisky grocery

NP4 AN Atavilid Adulterated in every man’s bed

AZE I0C o0t That was a beauty for you

o7 e LOEA\? What does it tell?

“hCAT P4t ARG AL LD “The one she is left with: a picture on the wall
oML PP 10 AN Which was captured during her youth age.”

€20 AMI T7...A%EREPUA (43)
But nearby the photo... the clock chimes (43)

Here, from the above extract (Poem 14), women’s role as prostitute is clearly manifested.
It is depicted that to survive, a woman has to serve as prostitute. The more she stays in the life of
prostitution, the worse she deteriorates. The chiming of a clock signals that time is running
against her where as she is gaining nothing out of the business of prostitution rather than getting
crashed in many directions: psychologically, physically, and socially.

Sample Poem 15:

ATE (89, o3Pt athdot While you stand in front of a mirror
AMLANEC NI 191CAN Ak God of heaven tells you how old you are
POLTLT ATTIT Through the witness of hairs of your palm

a2 AL ANt NOTCTR TNH(43)

It is common to live in a predetermined structure of a certain community so that each
member of the community can play its responsibilities based on those predetermined rules and
regulations. From the above extract, we can see the above age limit for women to function,
make moves, remain beautiful and to be accepted by cohort groups. In addition to this, the
extract (Poem 15) attempts to predict how women of this age become harassed, threatened with
pretending to be normalinthe community.
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Sample Poem 16:

LUT AT 7T hOOTG1L
Hosting this and that
PYE O 1t LHD hEL.L
Your feminine beauty has passed away
Phct A%t 878 tarn e INC
You were looking a morning sun
WL TR0 (4G H4E 10 Used to be sizzling as hot coffee

As your breast, hip and thigh were not fiery
m=Ti 80 hS OFA A0 AT8AUPT

How speedily expired now (P. 48)
W18 LB+ 47T hv-T 10C 1 (48)

Usually the problem of women starts at the meaning of being women. From the extract
(Poem 16), the meaning of being women is misinterpreted. Based on the above extract, women
in their earlier life are expected to prepare themselves to sleep with different men, to be as
beautiful as the time requires being smart as the men want which might be over after a certain
period most importantly after aging. We can understand that as she gets old, old and old, she is
no more beautiful and wanted by the society. Here an intervention requires the redefinition of
beauty as aging bound.

From the extract (Poem 16), someone can see the roles women are expected to play in the
community. Women are expected to be modest, gentle, and excitable as the extract attempts to
compare women with the aforementioned attitudes, but those attributes are directly related with
age. When they age, all those attributes are gone with it. This shows, (as the extract implies) the
society’s appreciation and respect to women are expired.

Sample Poem 17:

POt he AN AOOT AL Have you watched leaves?
Have you watched flowers?

71T RPN YT PO Whom do they look like, what do they speak
about?

PACEST AT ATTT Rt To whom will they tell the fear of aging?

L PCh AL HI5HD AROKE ALANS Before being washed out and broken by
judgment of time

ATRTE AI04? (51). Have they not perfectly been like you? (P. 51)
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According to different scholars aging is the place where individuals see themselves,
reality, life, and experience from the highs of the world. Aging is as productive, impressive, and
beautiful as it was the earlier times. However, from the above extract, one can identify the threat
of aging from the negative consequences. The extract attempts to compare the life of flowers
and leaves with the life of women after aging. We can conclude that the society’s implication of
aging with women is stereotyped and discriminatory as life can go as usual during old age. We
can agree with the fact that there is more to aging than the earlier times when it comes to
becoming productive and beautiful.

4.4 \Women as Prostitute

Prostitution is one of the various issues that existed inside the feminist literary criticisms.
Some of the feminist scholars that are in contradiction of prostitution argued that prostitution is a
practice, which is the outcome of the existing patriarchal social construction, male dominance
over women and a form of exploitation of women. Feminists have long differed in their view of
prostitution. While some regard it as a classic form of exploitation and degradation, others offer
a more sympathetic interpretation of women's involvement in the sex industry. Below are some
illustrations.

Sample Poem 18:

aAT7 O7E @A AONATFO- 10 I imagine all women in you

avEI° PIOTON ARG 0T ALPC Even your friend named hardly ever
o-ah. O+ PAd Used at whisky house

PO hd\D PTAPAP Even your beauty which is consumed in
o007 4e+C (20) every man’s bed (P. 20)

What we can understand from sample Poem 18 is how the poet depicts the female
character as prostitute. The author portrayed a woman character whose beauty puttered in every
man’s bed. She is also portrayed as a woman who commits a sexual intercourse with different
men. Based on the Marxist feminists view point, prostitution has been seen as the result of a
patriarchal social order that subordinates women to men and where the inequality between
genders is present in all parts of life (Stratton, 1994). Feminists believe that prostitution is very
destructive to society as it supports the idea that women are sex objects that exists for men’s
enjoyment and used only for men’s erotic pleasure.
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Sample poem 19

NOAUE PG 4o OGP OE9° ARYE WIVE 9% Any women who is in love whoever she is

TU P with a rich man,

VLT T ML ALY Tt AN 1aPIgP If we go back to her life story and rehears
A28 (G Avit She might have someone who drunk with her
A PNTFO- 7718 AG P4 hFM9° (33) A coffee for two(p. 33).

Sample Poem 20:

KPEP MO P9 HeA1L0- What you looking for
P0G (L A PN Vhat the prostitute too
A AS 1700 10 Is villa and money

Due to the existing economic structure of the society, women are made weak,
economically exploited, socially marginalized and politically disesmpowered. Here, thesamples
Poem 19 and Poem 20 reflect the fact that women go for prostitution for the sake of gaining
sufficient money, service, and financial benefits. It, on the other hand, reinforces men’s
dominance as superiors in terms of finance and power. According to Marxist feminism, women
remain subordinate in their status as long as the economic structure is mainly dominated by men
and the men society. Based on this claim, the above extract attempts to declare that women’s
interest is only for money and villa. This implies that if women’s contributions in the community
are not acknowledged and unpaid, if the system continues to avoid women from benefits as it
does, and if the society’s reaction to women cannot go beyond motherhood and care, to survive,
prostitution will be the easiest and the most affordable way for women. Asthe extracts show,
with the existing system women would only go for money and villa if not restructured and
redressed.

Sample Poem 21:

hav i (LG QFAT FPPPmi 0eg° pL9° AT Sitting or lying down alone on your bed room
TPAMNRAT You wonder here and there
TassAG(42) Being irritated (P.42)

Sample Poem 22:

L& 223 P T I0C Lifeless smiles blemished your face
T70 PAN TINT AT 10C Lack of smartness were your feet
L9° AN INC &0 A2LEIP0C (11) Your face was tailored blood as the sun( P.11 )
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Prostitution has a diverse effect on the prostitute and people around in the following
ways. Firstly, the stresses of living with prostitution cause individuals who are practicing it a
major disorder and depression which again leads to some other negative consequences. The
stress related with being free from sexually transmitted disease, avoiding physical and sexual
harassment and societal disapproval are the major cause of stress. This in turn, leads to negative
consequences like homicide, suicide, self-hate, self-disapproval, and depression.

Secondly, according to psychiatrists and human service workers, the stigma and
discrimination related with prostitution is the most depressive issue than the practice. Here we
can see from Sample Poem 21 as a reflection of prostitutions impact on the physical feature of
the prostitute which in turn negatively affects women’s relationship and interaction with their
family and the society. After engaging in prostitution, women face problems like social
disapproval, negative connotations, discrimination, and denial of opportunities in education and
employment, and loneliness.

From Sample Poem 22, we can understand the impact of prostitution on the physical,
biological and spiritual aspect of the victim. Extensive bleeding, sexually transmitted diseases
like HIV, Gonorrhea, leprosy, cancer, hepatitis B, pelvic inflammatory disease are the most
apparent negative consequence on prostitutes.

4.5 Institutional Motherhood

Motherhood has been one of the issues that have divided the feminist movements.
Feminists argued that the issue of institutional motherhood has also been one of the anchor
points for denying women rights and equality and for discriminating against them. For example,
Rich (1977, p. xv) differentiates between “two meanings of motherhood, one superimposed over
the other: the potential relationship of any woman, to her powers of reproduction and the
children; and the institution, which aims at ensuring that potential —and all women- shall remain
under male control”. Starting from this observation, the majority of the feminist discourses took
a critical approach to motherhood and regarded the rejection of motherhood as a prerequisite for
overcoming women’s subordination and for achieving equality. Clearly, according to the
feminist researchers, institutional motherhood has been seen as a mode which is implemented by
the traditional gender roles on women to exploit and/or miss-treat them. Therefore, we can
observe this thing in literary products such as poems. Let us see some examples on which
women are portrayed as a mother in the selected extracts from the poems.
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Sample Poem 23:

A28 WPe0 PO AR PO T 4G Just like Jesus be confident to say that you are a
son of a woman

Pt AB 7Y NAU Pt AB oA DNC ALCANT et respect be given to her

(29) Acknowledge her saying that you are a son of a
woman (Track 19)

Form Sample Poem 23, it is possible to observe that if due attention is given to
womanhood, a society can accept it and a burden imposed on single mothers would be eased.
The voice of the implied author encourages sons to be called by their mothers which would in
turn help single mother get acceptance in the society. The dramatic persona is envisioning such
society to be created.

The other thing is that, even though she carries the child for nine months inside her
womb, then she gives birth, then she feeds her breast to the baby, she carries it on her back, she
pays extreme sacrifices, these things are not considered for her. In addition to the first
interpretation, the other perspective related with this extract is the assumption that gender
discrimination, women’s subordination, men’s dominance over women has been supported by
the existing social, political, and economical structure of the wider society. Here, we can
understand the fact that the society has attached women stereotypic nomenclatures that are
socially discriminatory, derogatory, offensive, and discouraging. The concept that the extract is
trying to voice out is to reconstruct, redress, and redefine the past discriminatory societal
constructions against women. Through the redefinition of nomenclatures like ‘‘Unmannerly
Child”’, the extract exemplifies the manifestation of women as capable of challenging the already
established system which is institutional motherhood.

According to Marxist feminists, the existing patriarchal system, social, political, and
economical structure of the society paves the way for the subordination of women and enhances
men’s dominance. The major solution for solving this problem should be towards restructuring,
redefining, and revolutionizing the existing system. Radical feminists promote the establishment
of new and redefined socio economic and political system. In relation to this principle, the
above-mentioned extract attempts to restructure and redefine the already established traditional
view against women’s capacity to rare, bear children as mannerly as they should be.

Sample Poem 24:

97 AAT AGTU ATEFT Am®dPU ARt What did your mother say when he pointed at you and

ALLCMW made you a sign

A28 TICLT° hAPaTs She wept like Mary

Ahz Ot NA @8 +o9rTF Fell down and pleaded saying let it be for me
AILOAL AGE W28 To deliver and to be pronounced his mother

T VeI If you fertile my womb

PO-ALNT Al 4.l U7 107 (21) It is me who begot him but who created him? (P. 21)

Ethiop.j.soc.lang.stud. Vol. 6 No. 2 December 2019



A PORTRYAL OF WOMEN... 109

Most of the feminist critics of institutional motherhood shared the perception of maternity
as a means to maintain women’s inferior social and economic status as object and to deny them
the right to determine their position. According to feminist critics such as Julia Kristeva(1982),
the subordination of women to men, men’s dominance over women, class difference and poverty
are reinforced by different institutions that work for the benefit of the upper class where one of
the institutions is institutional motherhood. Among institutions that reinforce gender inequality
and women’s subordination, religion is the most dominant as discussed from Sample Poem 24.
From the poem we can see the stereotypical characteristics of women against their natural roles
of being mother. From the perspectives of institutional motherhood, women playing the role of
motherhood are perceived weak, fragile, and are made submissive and weak to challenges.

The other issue from the above extract that supports the Marxist feminism view is
women’s question against the existing system. The woman playing the role of womanhood
described her disappointment and questioned who created her son. This implies that the above
extract attempts to challenge the already established system.
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Sample Poem 25:

WFEP FOAE TER (L, 10+(38) Perhaps what you deliver is a bit like you (P.
38).

The most important issue to rise from sample Poem 25 is the issue of women’s status
in the community. Women’s status is predetermined in the society as they work, get
employed, function as a part of the community, and get and rear children. The poet attempts
to describe the society’s assumption that women are naturally subordinate to men. From the
extract the poet is attempting to predict the woman’s children as not improve from the
mother. It is because of the existing structure the life a woman is leading.

Sample Poem 26

VFOAET AHNNET® AGT T aPOATN You pretended to be a mother even if you are
barren and not pregnant (p.30)

From the above extract (Sample Poem 26), we can see the redefinition and
restructuring of motherhood. Women have predetermined roles to play. Among those roles,
motherhood is the major one. If a woman fails to deliver the role of being motherhood, the
consequences are devastating like disapproval, disdain, social stigma, poor social contact,
alienation, and deprival of opportunities. However, from the above extract the poet tries to
acknowledge the woman despite failing to fulfill the predetermined role of being
motherhood.

5. Summary

One of the capitalist agenda is objectifying women. Patriarchal ideology
systematically promotes the notion that a woman’s worth is associated to her beauty.
Kessleman et al.(1999), borrowing Naomi Wolf’s phrase “The Beauty myth”, contends as it
refers to ““...the belief that women must possess an immutable quality “beauty” in order to be
successful.  Our culture is permeated by the conviction that beauty is the central measure of
women’s worth”. This is promoted because woman’s body is one of the major sources of
accumulation of wealth. Such notions are produced in different mode of productions one of
which is literature. To this end, the woman’s body is portrayed in a way it entices sexual
desire in men. The sample extracts analyzed in this study showed that the author in his
poems depicted women in similar way. Tyson (2006) points out that those issues of gender
can play a part including the production and occurrence of literary products. Therefore, in
literary works woman’s body is depicted as object of gaze.
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The other issue which captures the attention of the feminist intellectuals in relation to
woman is aging, and they defined it as a life alerting injustice that affects women in ways that
are distinct from men (Levy & Banaji, 2002). To illustrate, when a woman becomes aged
and mother, then she becomes not as much as sexier than as she was young. When women
get older and cannot give birth, they are considered sexually not worthy. In this regard,
feminists argue that patriarchy is the foremost offender in ageism. In relation to this issue, the
sample extracts indicated aging for women is the worst time when they lose their beauty,
fertility and acceptance by men for sex. It is considered as a demotion time for them.

Among the negative depictions of women in the author’s poems, the prostitution
character is one. The sample extracts taken for this purpose showed that women are depicted
as prostitute, and they, according to some of the extracts, do it for the sake of getting money.
According to feminist scholars such as Stratton (1994), prostitution is an exploitative
practice, which implicates a woman who has sexual intercourse with customers to whom she
IS not attracted, and which routinely exposes the woman to psychological, physical, and
sexual violence. Moreover, prostitution is a practice that leads the prostitute to serious
negative effects. For example, she can be affected by trauma, stress, depression, anxiety,
self-medication through alcohol and drug use, eating disorders and a great risk for self-harm
and suicide. This is the result of extreme poverty and luck of opportunity, or of serious
fundamental problems, for instance, drug addiction, past trauma (such as child sexual abuse),
and other disastrous conditions.

Rich (1977) differentiates between “two meanings of motherhood, one superimposed
over the other: the potential relationship of any woman, to her powers of reproduction and the
children; and the institution, which aims at ensuring that potential —and all women- shall
remain under male control”. The latter notion reinforces the perception of maternity as a
means to maintain women'’s inferior social and economical status as object and to deny them
the right to determine their position. This means women tend to be socially and economically
inferior because of their maternity and because of this, they are denied their right to
determine their positions in the society. Among the feminist scholars, it has believed that the
devaluation of motherhood and women is a consequence of the patriarchal construction of
sexual difference. However, the poet in his poem attempted to challenge the already
established system about motherhood and depicted women’s status as predetermined in the
society to work, get employed, function as a part of the community and get and rear children.

6. Conclusions

In different cultures, religions and eras, women perform domestic activities in the
kitchen such as preparing food, caring for children, and cleaning the house, whereas men
have played a central role in the societies political, economical, and other sphere. These
realities are also portrayed in different genres of literary works. Since poem is one of the
common literary genres of literature, it is very useful to discover the feminist issues on it. By
analyzing these genres, it is helpful to minimize the cultural, traditional, social and
economical troubles on which women face in their respective societies. Importantly, the final
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result of this study showed that female characters in the selected poems have been portrayed
as aged, agent of birth or mother, and prostitute. In addition to that, they are also portrayed as
emotional, dependent, homemaker, weak, submissive etc... on which female readers would
identify themselves with them. Hence, all stakeholders need to work hard to change the
current negative attitude found in different cultures against women so that they will be
considered equal with men.

Acknowledgements

The authors extend due appreciation to Jimma University, for sponsoring the research.
We also would like to appreciate individuals who directly or indirectly contributed to
the successful completion of this study.

Authors’ contributions

The first author designed the study and defined its research problems in consultation with the second and third
author. She conducted fieldwork and analyzed the data. The study was originally in partial fulfillment of her
MA degree in Literature, Jimma University.

The second author advised the first author to design the study and define its research problems. Later, he
restructured the paper into an article with additional literature review and analysis. He made ready the paper for
publication and accommodated all comments from reviewers.

3. The third author was a co-advisor who assisted the first author and he also worked with the second author in
restructuring the paper into an article.

Author details

1Amhara National Regional State, Enjibara University, College of Social Sciences and Humanities, English
Language and Literature. Ethiopia. Email: hilyeworku@yahoo.com

’Department of English Language and Literature, Jimma University, Ethiopia; Email:
aseegere@yahoo.comMobil Phone: +251 911 772 394

3.Department of English Language and Literature, Jimma University, Ethiopia; Email: gutalegese@yahoo.com
Mobil Phone:+251 913 722 144

Competing interests: The authors have declared that no competing interests exist.

Consent for publication: We have agreed to submit for Journal of Social Sciences and Language Studies and
approved the manuscript for submission.

Funding: The corresponding author disclosed that the first author hasreceived specific funding for this work
from Jimma University.

Publisher’s Note: Jimma University is neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published data and

institutional affiliations

Ethiop.j.soc.lang.stud. Vol. 6 No. 2 December 2019



A PORTRYAL OF WOMEN... 113

References

Abebe, Thomas. (2009). The image of woman in three Amharic novels. Unpublished MA
Thesis. Addis Ababa University. Addis Ababa.

Bryson,V. (2003). Feminist Political Theory: An introduction. Palgrave, Macmilla.

Chodorow &Zillah.(1979).Mothering, male dominance and capitalism. In Capitalist
Patriarchy,Zilla Eisensttein: New York:Montly Review Press.

Eagleton .T. (1996).Literary Theory: An introduction. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing.

Ephrem, Seyoum. (2008). Nu gidigide enefiris. AdissAbaba: Etafzer Publishing.

Ephrem, Seyoum.(2005). Fik’ir’ Ezihi Bota Fegeg Bilo Nebere. AddisAbaba: Etafzer
Publishing.

Ephrem, Seyoum. (1998). Soliyana. AddisAbaba, Ethiopia.

Eskinder, Hailu. (2008). Women roles and sacrifice in political drama of film: A comparative
study of death and the maiden and the father from the feminist perspective.Addis
Ababa University: Unpublished MA Thesis.

Evelyn, G., Grace, C., Linda, F. (2016). Mothering, ideology, experience and aging. New
York: Routlege.

Gebreyesus,Tekle.  (2008). Gender Power Hierarchy in Selected Tigirigna
Novels.AddisAbaba University: Unpublished Ph. D Thesis.

Guerin, W., E. Labor, L. Morgan, J. Reesman, & Willingham, J. (1994)(1* eds. 1992).A
handbook of critical approaches to literature.New York and Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Kessleman, A., McNair, L., & Schniedewind, N.(ed.) (1999). Women: Images and
realities.California: Mayfield Publishing Company.

Kristeva, Julia. (1982). “Women’s time.” Trans. Jordine, A and Blake, H. in; Signs, Vol.7,No.
1. (Autumn), PP. 13-55.

Levy, B.R., and Banaji, M.R. (2002).Implicit ageism. In T.D.Nelson (Ed.),Ageism:
Stereotyping and Prejudice Against Older Persons. Cambridge. MA:The MIT Press.

Meheret, W/Mechael. (2007). A feminist reading of selected films: Sara and Roman.Addis
Ababa University: Unpublished MA Thesis.

Mills, S. (1995). Feminist stylistics. London and New York: Routledge.

Mekonnen, Zegeye. (2001). Images of women and plot structure in first four novels of
Fakir Markos Delta. Unpublished M.A Thesis: Addis Ababa University.

Molla, Feleke. (2008). Deconstructive discourse of content as reflected in Haddis

Alemayehu’s FikirEskeMekabir. Addis Ababa University: Unpublished MA Thesis.

Napoleon, Kifle. (2006). Major themes in the works of women writers. Addis Ababa
University: Unpublished MA Thesis.

Nelson, R. (1981).Research on productivity growth and productivity differences: Dead ends
and new departures.Journal of Economic and Literature. Vol.19, Issue 3, pp. 1029-64.

Nnaemeka, O. (ed.) (1997). The politics of (m)othering: Womanhood, identity and resistance
in African Literature.New York: Routledge.

Prasanta, B. (2017).Family, gender discrimination and quality of life: a Marxist Perspective.
International Journal for Innovative Research in Multidisciplinary Field.Vol.3, No.
6, pp. 38-43.

Ethiop.j.soc.lang.stud. Vol. 6 No. 2 December 2019


http://etd.aau.edu.et/handle/123456789/3114
https://www.google.com.et/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Valerie+Bryson%22

A PORTRYAL OF WOMEN... 114

Qureshi, .S. (2013). The recogntion of violence against women as a violetion of humman
right in the United Nation System . 187- 198. Delhi: South Asian Studies.
Rahel, Itana. (2007). The portrayal of women in Osmane Semben’s ‘God’s bit of wood’ and
‘Ekewens Jange’. Unpublished MA thesis Addis Ababa University. Addis
Ababa.
Rich, A. (1977). Of woman born: Motherhood as experience and institution. New
York: Bantam.
Ruthven, K. (1994). Feminist literary studies: An Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.
Somekh, B. and Lewin,C.(2005).Research methods in the Social Sciences. London:Sage
Publications.
Stratton, F. (1994). Contemporary African literature and the politics of gender.
London: Rutledge.
Tekle, Tesfalidet. (2008). The development of major female characters in four Amharic
novels.Addis Ababa University: Unpublished MA Thesis.
Teshome, Egere. (2013). A feminist reading of selected Oromo novels in Afan Oromo:
Deconstractionist in focus. PHD dissertation. Addis Ababa University.Addis
Ababa.
Teshome, Egere. (2004).The portrayal of women in Dhaabaa’s selected Oromo pros fictions.
Unpublished MA thesis. Addis Ababa University. Addis Ababa.
Tyson, L. (2006). Critical Theory Today (2nd ed) . A User-Friendly Guide. New York:
Rutledge.
Wallace, P.(1997).Class conflict, American style: Distract and conquer. In Journal of
Economic Issues, Vol. 31, No. 2, January, 2016. Pages, 443-456.
Yodit, Admasu. (2004). The portrayal of women in ‘selected novels of Peter Abrahams’.
Unpublished MA Thesis. Addis Ababa University. Addis Ababa.

Hov-7F h4@.. (1988):: @2Ah (7 (AT A1MDNL::1949-1985) AHMITD. ¢ £7% TGT +R9°
AvF P A71SC PPLN: (A0 ANA RLACAL::

Ethiop.j.soc.lang.stud. Vol. 6 No. 2 December 2019



